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THEFTS FROM AUTOS IN EVANSTON AND WALNUT HILLS 
-DISTRICT TWO- 

 

The Team: 
CPD’s District Two Neighborhood Unit and Crime Analyst, Community members, Business members 

 

Scan: 
In January and February of 2024, there was a noticeable increase in Theft from autos (TFAs) and Criminal 

Damaging incidents (often involving broken car windows) occurring in District Two. Many of the incidents 

involved multiple cars. Initially the incidents were focused in Walnut Hills and Evanston neighborhoods.  

 

Initial Analysis:  

An initial analysis of TFAs and Criminal Damaging incidents showed that between January 1, 2022 and 

February 1, 2023, there were 97 incidents involving 208 vehicles. In addition, it was reported that multi-

vehicle incidents occurred most frequently during the overnight hours. 

 

 
   

Problem Definition/Contributing changes:  
There was a high occurrence of crime incidents involving multiple vehicles. Although the crime incidents 

originally were thought to be neighborhood specific, it was found that the crimes of opportunity were related 

to the types of locations; i.e. those involving overnight parking and large parking lots. The crime incidents 

included auto theft, Theft from Auto (TFA) and Criminal Damaging. This CPOP project was multi-phased:  

Phase One: 2402PS0003: Focused on hotspots of Evanston and Walnut Hills for multi-vehicle 

incidents. 

Phase Two: 2406PS0006: The original project was expanded to a district-wide CPTED 

Security Assessment and Analysis for properties involving 1) overnight parking, and 2) 50+ parking 

spaces. The purpose was to evaluate and assess crime opportunities and provide crime prevention 

strategies to local businesses to reduce crime in the short term, as well as longer-term solutions. 

 

Secondary Analysis:  
Secondary Analysis involved the use of CPTED Security Survey and Assessment.  
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Data Development/Collection:  

A survey instrument was developed by CAPS and Investigative Command Staff. District Two NLU 

officers conducted the data collection by meeting with business owners/managers that met the 

business/parking lot requirements. The survey collected Location/owner information, Location type 

(business type, parking lot size/type), Security parameters (physical, cameras, lighting, signage). 

 

Data Analysis:  

The crime analyst added crime information (Auto thefts, TFAs, Criminal Damaging, Stolen firearms) 

for each property and selected 6 properties for follow-up (3 hotels/motels and 3 residential housing 

properties. Initial survey data for the selected hotels/motels and residential housing properties 

suggest that crime prevention opportunities exist. Collaborative meetings might focus on: 1) security 

improvements, camera additions/improvements, signage increases/changes/improvements. 
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Responses: 
The response phase of this process is multi-phased and involved the following: 

1. NLU met with managers/owners of selected properties in collaborative problem-solving 

efforts (done during initial survey meeting) 

2. Items discussed and suggestions for improvement were shared with property owners  

3. Regular check-ins will facilitate documentation and continuation of problem-solving efforts 

4. A review of crime data was completed at regular intervals to monitor and assess 

relationships between improvements and current crime levels. 

5. Lessons learned were developed and shared with other properties in District Two that 

may be experiencing similar crime. 

Assessment: 
A formal assessment of the changes implemented, and data analysis or current crime levels has not been 

conducted. 

 

Among the 6 hotels and/or apartment complexes1, there was little change in thefts from auto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outcome(s):  
Short term: Security assessments/suggestions to businesses 

Long term: Undetermined – follow-up assessment will need to be conducted. 

 

 

 

 
1 1815 William Howard Taft Rd, 2145 Dana Ave, 2533 Woodburn Ave, 3225 Oakley Station Blvd, 4605 Factory 
Colony Ln, 610 Eden Park Dr 
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Appendix: Survey Instrument: 

 

 
 

 


